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Early Days in New Albany
New 41bany, Ind., 4pril 3rd, 1862.

My aear Daughter:--

In compliance with your oft repeated and urgent requests, I now teke my place at
the desk to give vou some account, not only of my own early history, but that of the
"Seribner family" before my time, that is, as far as I know fram hearsay testimony,
and also the history of the city of New Albany from its commencement -- but where
shall 1 begin? with the date of my first recollection? or with my father's femily?
or with his Father's family? I hardly knows

The first recollcetion I have of myself or of anything is, that I was a little
"ehub" going to school a mile and a half distant from my Father's residence, spelling
in the "Primer", b-l-a, ¥o were then living in & country village called Veston, '
(probebly in Fairfield County) in the Stote of Connecticut, I remoember distinctly
that our house was situated on the top of « hill, with a small stream of water at
the base of the hill, running by, which, I suppose, wes a branch of Saugatuck river.,
This stream was large enough to run a mill, as there was un old one near by, and
just below it, & wool-carding mechine had recently been built and put in operation,
probably after we moved to that place, as my Father was concerned in the businesse.

I was thon three years old, and I remember we went to church to a place called
MGrom's Farms" and old Doctor Ripley was the officiating minister. I might have begun
farther back and told you that my Father, whose name was Joel, was a sone of
Nathaniel Scribner, of whose history I know little, except that when my father was a
young man, his Father was engoged in building e morchant mill in Milford, Connecticut,
ten miles wost of New Haven; here my Father found and married his wife. My Mother
was the daughbor of Jebez Benodict and Mera N(aomi) Bull, cnd her neme was Mary --
her mothor used to call her "Polly". Our femily, however, moved from Milford before
my recollection, and perhaps to this samec town of Weston.

My Father, Joel Scribner, was born at South Fast, Duchess County, New York, in
the yocar 1772,

Of my Grandfather Seribner I know but little, but havo loarned that he was &
Captain in the Revolutionary War, and was wounded in the battle of (Monmouth) in the
arm, by & musket bell, which entered at tho wrist and oamo out at the elbow, After
tho close of the war, he with his fumily, moved from Duchess County to Compo in
Connecticut, on Long Islund Sound, Efforts huve bocn mede %o agcoertain to what
company and rogimont he belonged, in what ongagements he fought, and where he was
wounded, but the answer roturncd from the War Dopartment in Washington, stotes that
the records werc dostroyed by firo, cnd his nome cppears in the Pension Office as a
Captain of Connecticut Voluntoors, drewing a ponsion up to the time of his death,
which ocourrcd in the rear 1800, in the town of Louisvillu, Georgia, whither he had
gone on business, He was o man very much boloved by 21l who know him, boing genorous
tnd kind in his disposition, aud was possasesvd of very ample means which become lost
through speoulations



My first recollection of my Grandma Scribner, whose maiden neme was Phebe
Kellorg, 4s, when I was soame four or five years old, that she was, at that time, to
me, an elderly lady, living at Compo, Connecticut, with some two or three of her
younger children, a women of strong mind, great mathematical powers, and deep
religious feeling,

My Grandparents on both Father's and lother's sides, were blessed with a number
of children, but my Mother's parents and relatives, &ll living in and around Milford,
I never knew much concerning them, as we seldom saw any of theme

There were twelve childron of the Scribner family, six of cach sex living at the
time we moved from New York in Oct. 1811, all but one of whom I have seen, and have
been acquained with the most of them., Their names were -- Eliphalet,--Jamos,--
Jemime ,~-Joel, ~-Phehe ond lartha, (twins),--BEsther, --Elijah,--Elizabeth,--
Nathaniel,--Amne,--Abner, Perhaps I have not named them according to their ages, but
I have, as well 2s I can racollect. I have nothing but memory for my guide.

Eliphalet went to the West Indics before or about the time that I was born, sny
in the year 1800, and died there some twenty or twenty-five years aftoer.

Jemima bectne the wifo of Mr. Samuel Perny and lived in Bridgoport, Connccticut,
for a fow yoars, wheonce thoy removed to New York City, where Mr. and Mrs., Pemny diod.

Harthe (wo usod to call her Aunt Patty) hecrme the wife of Urieh Rogers
Scribner, hor own cousin. I remember distinctly the time she wasz marricd, Her
mother wes living at o nlaco called Compe, in Comnecticut, on Long Island Sound,
which was about threc miles frem Saugatuck, where my Fathor then lived, and I, somo
four or five years old, was at the wedding.

Jomes marriod and lived in the Statoe of Yew York, some fifty or sixby miles
rbove the City, cnd soon after New Albany wos laid out, immigrated to this plece,
boing then a widower with two sons, /ilanson and Isacc,

Phabe morried a Mr, Willism %aring and settled in Ridgefield, Comnecticut. The
other brothers and sisturs of my Father will be mentioned hercafter, as I proceed,

My parents have told me that 1 was born on the 19th day of February, 1800,
in the aforeswid town of Milford, =and my brother Harvey, the first born, on the third
day of August, 1798; next was my sister, Lucy Maria; next, Mary Lucinda; I cannot
now cell to mind the time of their birth, nor the place where we lived at the tine,
but my impression is, that it was at "Weston", Eliphalet being next, I remember
distinetly, was bern at Saugatuck, and I think it wns in January, 1806, Sister
Julia Ann wns next, and we then lived about threc miles from Norwalk, Connecticut,
2% a pluce ealled "Shercrow", which I believe is an Indian name, and near to an
uncle of my Father's, whose name was Enoch Scribner, I think this was in April, 1807,
and [ remanber A3z kinetly that Brother Harvey and I had the meazgles at the timoe of
hor birth, 2pd 70 % we vore prohibited from seeing the procious "baby" for o long
time, ns wa thouphls <n! T think it probable the other children micht have had the
discise at tho some time, but I do not know, or remember for certain.

In the fell of 1807, I was sent to Stamford, ancther town in Cennecticut, near
the Long Island Scund, where my Grandmother Seribner then lived, say {ifty miles
£r=cm New York, T remained with them all that winter and went to sclool, sometimos in
the suow over knec-doeps Some two or three of my ummarried Aunts were at home with
their mothory I romembor distinetly Autds Esther end Anna, snd I think a part of the
tima, Elizabeth, though Aunt Elizabeth misht have como home on a visit, as I re-
merbor that she wos at o boarding-school in New Jersey, finishing up her education,

In the early part of the year 1808, my Father moved to the City of Wew York,
and soon afterwards, perhaps in Marech or April, my Grandmother and family moved to
Morristown, New Jersey, some thirty miles from New York, but we went to New York
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first, and I remained at my Fathcer's, who was then living on the corner of Broadway
and Spring Streets, in a new, two-story, brick house, the front boing used as a
"Pamily Grocery" and "Feed Store", of which my Father was the proprieter.

Buring the latter part of the spring of 1808 or 1809 (I cannot remember which)
I was put on board a small sloop under the curc of Coptain Bristol, a cousin of my
Mother'!s and was handed over by him early on thu morning of the following day, to my
rolatives in the aforsaid town of Milford, The Captain loft me at tho house of
Mr. ¥illiom A twoter, whose wife was the only sister of my Mother. I remained there,
porhaps a couple of hours, when one of my cousins came in, a son of my Mothor's
brothor, end escorted mo up to the old homestcod, and introdeced me to my Grandfather
and Grandmother Bull. The old lady was in the pantry when I first entered the houss,
which was o small room, the floor of which wis g foot or two bolow tho levol of th?
othor rooms. Weo, my cousin and myself, had gonc into the front door without knocking
ond werc standing in the middle of the floor when Grandma come stepping up out of the
puntry, and appoared as if she wns about to mcot some strangers, but I noticed she
mado & stroight line towards me, first looking at me through her spectaclos, of
which she had two puir on her hecd, thon, lowering her head and peoring over the
glassos, having by this timo comu closc up to me, throw up her crms and exclaimed
in 2 loud voicc, " I do bolicve this is onc of Polly Bull!s childroni" and them she
gatherod mo and wanted to know how I come therg, &c., &c., from all of which I
supposc she must have Leen taken by surpriscs

Thero wore several brothers of my Mother's residing in Milford, who had
femilios; somo of the cousins being older snd some younger than mysclf, A few days
aftor my arrivel I begun to go to school, as I romember, in a small, brick house,

I think it was, in tho centre of a large squorc. I made my home chiefly at Grandpo's,
spending, now and then, o few days at the house of some Uncle, whore I invariably
found "lots" of childrun, cousins. And of course, during my stey, I became quite
well acquainted with'meny of my Mother's kin bofore I lefte I assisted Grandpa in
digging his potatoes, and T well remember that we found one very large, which pleased
ths old gentleman very much, so that he took it to one of the stores and weighed it,
end my impression is, that its weight wes two and three-quarter poundse I returned
to New York in the month of October on the same vessel, Capt, Bristol, and had e
pleasant voyage.

On the first day of April, 1810, I was sent to Morristown, New Jersey, I think
my Father accompanied mes The ride was twenty-eight miles by stage, after crossing
the ferry at the foot of Courtland Street. I found my Grandmother, (my Father's
Mother,) living there with three of her daughters, (viz) Esther, Elizabeth, and
Armne, conducting a female boarding-school, and housc-keecping, I boarded with them
and attended the Academy for boys, which was quite a celebrated school in those days.
It was a large, two-story, frame building, with two large rooms in each story, besides
tho basement, Three brothers by the name of Whelpley.woro tho teachorse William'
Viholploy tought tho lsnguages, Jumgs Wholpley, the higher branches in English, and
ho was my teacher, and Orlando, thc youngest brother, the primary department in the
basements After remaining one year, I went home during vacation, and returned in
about a week, and stayed until the fall of 1811, During my ebsence in 1810, my.
sistor Phobe was born,

My Father hoving determined to emigratc to the west, he formed a partnership
with his brother-in-low, 'illiam Waring, he (Waring) being a practical tanner and
currier, to establish themsolves in business in Cincinnati, Ohio. Accordingly on
the 8th. day of Octobor, 1811, the two familics loft New York City in a small
vessel, end crossing New York Bay, 15 milcs, landed in Now Jeorsey at Elizabethtown.
Vle hed a wagon for onch femily, e¢ach drawn by threc horscs, One of the horses met
with an accidont in gotting out of the boat ot Elizabethtown, hurting onc of his
legs guite seriously, on which account we were compelled to romain for scveral days;
“his w1as considered onc of the best and strongust horses of the whole six, and &l=

Lonrl we wore then on expenscs, our mcn-folks thought it best and most economicnl,
v+ ..t and let his gout entirely well bofore leaving. So on the seventeenth day of
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October, hoving becn deteined cight or nine days almost in sight of the home we had
left, we took up 0w line of march for the "Far-West",whish indeed it was in those
early times. Our whole company consisted of Willism Waring end wife, ond his brother
Barry Waring (ummarried), and four children, to-wit, Jesse,--Nathaniel,--Moses,-- and
George; the oldest perhaps, not more than secven or eight years. Tio-2 211 belonged
to what we celled our "Yenkee Wagon"; then Joel Scribner and wife, with their
children, Harvey,--liillizm Augustus,--Lucy Maria,--Mary Lucindz,--Eliphalet,=-~Julia
Ann,~--end Fhebo, seven, occupying our "Jersey Vagon", meking a total of five adult
persons ond cleven children., We journeyed directly across the state of New Jersey,
possing through Scotch Plains, Plainfield, Somerville, &nd many othor towns, the
nemes of which I do not remember; crossing the river Delawarc at Baston, and
travellod through the stote of Pennsylvanin to Pittsburgh, on what wos, at that time,
considered to bec the best route, A groat many towns, no doubt, have been laid out
-7 built up since thot time, und many that we passed through, I have forgotten, but
I will give you the numes of somw of the principul oness Leaving Ecston, then, we
passed through Bethlchem, Allentown, crossing the river "Schuylkill" at Reading, and
the "Susquehoma" ot Horrisburgh, the capitcl of the stoate, thon journoying through
Carlisle, Shippensburgh, Chembersburgh, Bedtord, Somersct, Laurcl Hill, and Groons-
burgh, to Pittsburgh, Mony incidents occurrcd on our journey, but buing compolled
to give you this little history cntirely from memory, nct having evon the scratch
of a pen for reference, and so many yeers having clapsed since, I shall not be able
to give you mony of the particulars, only now cnd then one, which made a distinet
improssion on my mind at the time. In the first place, then, there was a difforence
of opinion between the Messrs. Yarings and my Father, as to the propricty of
travelling on Sundey; the Woarings in favor of it, as, in their opinion, we could
kcep tho Sabbath ns well in that way as to stop, geining time and lessening exponses;
but my Fathor, on the contriry, being o Christian mon, objected, crgueing not only
the groat sin of Scboth~brecking, but insistod thet by resting, our horses would
stand the journey better, as well os men, women, and children, and he vorily belioved
we should goin time instoad of losing it, and so it was wo rested on Sunday. I re-
moember thot wo tarried some twe or threc days ot Rending, perhaps huving to meke
somec repairs to our wogons, horse-shooting, &c. We arrived at Carlisle just before
sunsct, intonding %o put up for the night, but the Court being in session, wo wors
told by 21l the tovern-keopers thut they were full and wo could not be accomodated,
§0 wo drove on thres miles rnd stopped at a country-tavern -- and such fare as wo
had! Uncle Waring and nysclf took onc of our horses, hitched him boforo o sled with
e barrel on it, and wont about two milcs to got it filled with wotor, so that we
mieght have a little for ourselves and horscs, and beosiles that, we could get nothing
of the grein kind but gruon corn to fuod our horses, tho consoquenco of which was,
that the next doyv one <f our horses became sick and died at Shippensburgh; then we
(thet is, the children) thougit we were almost broken up., However, we journeyed
westward, and the next day me® a man with ean old, revoiutionary-looking steed gnd
bourat him for fifteen dollars., The roads, nearly all the way, weco exeeedingly
muery and our progress necessarily slow, and wha’ made them svill worse, turn-pikers
we 2 0% wor't ploughing up the old rosd in many places, so thet we found it very hard
worls %o get through. We met with many large road-wagons, drarn by five or six horses,
haviing goods across the mountains to Pittsburgh for western merchants, there being
no o-~her mode of transportation at that time., We made it convenient to reach the top
of +he Allegany liounteins about sundown, though we could not see the sun, as it was
raining, and put up at a large stone tavern, finding many travellers and some team=
sters in beofre us. Ve called for supper, but it seemed as if we should all starve
before it was ready, end after woiting till about nine o'clock, we had some hot
coffeo, fried chicken, and other good "fixins" which were not bad to take.

The next morning, just ns we had harnessed up reudy for a start, two mon came
riding up briskly, saying that some one had stolen some shovels or pick-axes, and
they pretended to have a search-warrant and said something about searching our
wapons &c. My Father tnld them to search his and welcome, but they did not seem
inclined to do it., Uncle Waring, on the contrary, took his hcavy wagon-whip in his
hand, and, standiung near his wegon, being very indignant, swore by his Maker that
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the first man who made the least attempt to search his wagon, would be knooked downj
that they might know thet movers, es we were, had enough to haul through the mud
without any of their shovels or picks, ond furthermore, he doubted whether they had
anything in the shape of a search-warrant and was more likely after stealing some-
thing themselves; the result of ]l which w;s, that they kept themselves at & re=
spectful distance, making no effort to search his wagon,

We reached Pittsburgh, as near es I can recollect, about the first of November,
211l vory much rejoiced that we had dono travelling through the mud., After resting
a few days, wo purchased a small flat-boat, sty fifty feet long by twelve or thirteen
wide, and fitting it up es conveniently as we could for the women and children, and
gotting some provisions abocrd, and £11 our plunder, except the horses, which wo sent
through by land, wo weipghed anchor =znd storted for Cincinngti, teking it very
moderetly, and tying up et night, the river being very low; arrived ot Cincinnati
on tho thirtieth day of November, being just three weeks since we left Pittsburgh.
We found it extremely difficult to procure & house, so many immigrants arriving
daily, ond we had to remain in the boat ot the shore, for five weeks, which brought
us into the first week of Uanucry before we left it. Many other fomilies in boats
olong shore went through the scme ordeal.

During the winter, I think in the month of February, 1812, the whole western
country was visitcd with ecrthguakes, meny of which werce very severec, so much so,
that in Cincinnoti, the inhaditants were very much alarmod, end some clmost terror-
stricken forsaking their houses for the strects, for the timo being; and the town
of Now iMadrid in thu stoto of Lissouri on the Mississippi river, was almost destroued
by them.

Uncle Varing obteined o house on or necr Water strecet in the wupper part of the
town, ond moved his fomily into it. The housc wo first moved into was a small framo
on one of the back stroets, which wo occupied but a short time, and thon moved into
o new, two-story brick, imnediatcly in the rear of an old frume, situated on the
west side of licin Stroct at the top of tho hill or sccond rise, owned by o Mr,
Ezekiol Hall, o boot ond shoeo malier, and who carriod on his business in an ad-
Jjoining building.,

It was the purposc of Scribner cnd Viaring, immedintely upon our crrival at
Cincinnati, to ostablish themsclves in the tenning busincss on o large and extersive
scale, end they very soon begon to purchase hides for that purpose before they had
oven selected o site for o ton yard. It wps thoir intention clso to add to their
business, the boot and shoc muking in all its bronches, Mr. Harry Warring superin-
Tendirg that department, ond in a short time they hod & large shoe-shop in operation.
In order to compete with the best shops of the kind in the place, and for the pur-
pose of procuring the very best moterial for "fine work", it was thought best that my
Fathor should visit New York nnd purchase such stock as they dosired, Accordingly,
he 1lefS his fomily, strrngers os we were in o strange plooce, and as thero was nothing
betlor thon stage corches in those days, for the travelling public, he was gono
necrly 2ll wintor and had the misfortune of heving his pocket pickot of $1200 in bank
bills, on his return, soon after leaving New York, perhaps ot New Brunswick in New
Jerscy, which was onc couse of his long absonce., Whon ho discovercd that his pocket
hed been cub open, and had no pocket-book in it, (it wos about midnight) he callcd
for a light, the stoge having just then drivon up to a stege houso, and found his
pocket-book lying wide cpen in the bottom of the stage and the papors it had con-
toined lying sromnd loose, but the moncy was oll gone. Ho used every means to try
Yo find it, by ccusing his fullow pusscngers to be svarched, and onc suspicious
iooking follow, whose place in the stage was immcdiztoly behind him, he had searched
sane wwo or threc times, in diffcrent places, but never a five dollar bill did he
find of it. This, undor the circumstonces, was a very sad cotastropho.

According to the custom in those deys, ull the men betweon tho agos of eightcen
end forty~five, had to brain or muster, as it was oallcd, oither among tho militia of
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of the state, or in some independent or volunteer company. The two Mr. Warings
concluded thet they could not condescend to appear among the militiz, so William
Waring joined & cavelry compeny and was made an officer of his company, and & finer
looking officer on horse-back would be herd to find, Harry joined & Light Infantry
company;, and soon efter which, war was declared between the United States and England,
commonly called the Wer of 1812; cond when o ccll wos made for soldicrs to go to the
frontier, to Detroit, for instonce, theose two companies in which were the Mre. Warings,
were emong the first to be offcred, who, of course, were recsived; and this wes the
cause of tho breaking up of £ll the business arrangements of the fimm of Seribner

end Wering. Conscquently the stock on hand of hides, leather and manufactured work
had to be sold off to the best gdventage, ond during the summer and fall of this
yoar, my Fathor remcining at hoeme, closed up the business of tho concern, Martha

Ann Waring wes born Merch 17th,., 1812 in Cincinnati, Chio, DPuring this yeor, oll

the troops from Kentucky, Tenncsee, cnd Indiann, passed through Cincinneti on their
woy north, which was a vory interesting spectocle, espocially for the children, who
secmed to onjoy it very much.

Cincinnoti was o small town when we first arrived, though it was filling up
with immigrants chiefly from the north and cest. At that time thero were no public
improvements of cny kind, except o small Markot House on the bottom just sast of
Main Strect, porhaps, No stroot improvements, no wharf or othcr improvement of the
bank of the river. Thero was an old stone building called the Court houso standing
on the hill west of Mein streot, near and a little gorth of Doctor YWilson's old frome
church, with a large greveyard in the roar, west of ite

During the fall of 1812, My rFather's brothers, Nothaniel and Abner Scribner,
come to Cincinnaoti, cnd in Decomber or Jonuary following, they, with my Father,
started off on on oxplering cxpedition, and after viewing the present site of New
Albany and the country for a short distance around, concluded to make the purchase
of the tract of land upon which the city is loceted, having in view, before the pur-
chase, the ides of laying out a part of it into Town-lots. Upon inquiry they as-
certnined the owner of the land to be Col. John Paul, o resident at that time, of
Modison, Indianze They went immedistely to see him and made 2 purchcse of all his
ownership of land lying in Fractional sections Nos. 2 and 3, together with the sole
right of ferriage ccross the Ohio river from said Fractiomal sections of land; and
very soon after their rcturn to Cincinnati, we began to make our arrangemonts for
leaving Ohio for Indizna. On the 2nd, day of Merch, 1813, the first troe was cut
down, by way of beginning to clear o spot for a cabin to be placed for o dwelling
houso. This particuler spot was just above what is now Captain Samuel Montgomery's
presont residoncc, on the same side of Main street. On the 2nd day of May, just two
months from the date of the first cutting, the two families bofore mentioned, to-wif,
my Tather's and Willicm lering's landed at tho place we now call the upper farry
landing, and found this dwelling house of two months in building, to be & largo
"double cabin" with quite s wide hrll between them and o large kitchon attachod to
ono of the wings, as yot in cn unfinished staote, and although made of green logs,
just from tho woouds, wu, of course, wcere canpelled to ocoupy them in tho condition
they wore cnd make the bost of it, end finigh them up during thc summors. Of course,
you will expoct to be told thet at that time, the place whaore the city of New
Albuny now stands, wes a poerfeet wilderness, and it wes, indeed, Not only vory
heavily timberod with poplar, beech, and sugur-tress, the usual production of tho
river betboms, but the whole surfaoce of the earth wos thickly covered with spice-
wood, pawpcw, groenbricr, and almost overy other growth incedent to rich soil;
reclly, it was so thick in the spring ond summer, after the leaves had obtained
their full growth, thot onc cculd not seco more than a rod whoad, in the woodse Chl
it wns romantic, especiclly on the top of Cane Knob, wost of the city, whore we
cculd toke o fine view of tho surrounding country.

Woll, tho first thing to be donc was to procure a surveyor, and commence tho
survey and platting of thoe towni end I can hardly tell you, how or whero the pro-
prictors found tho wene who had the honor of doing it. His name wns John Ke Grahom,
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and my first recollection of him is, that he moved his family into a small cabin,
built after we came here, located some two or three hundred yards this side and west
of .ours, and I soon became acquainted with him as I oftem assisted him as chain-
carrier, After some time he bought a farm, or rather, a tract of land some three or
four miles north and moved to it. During all the summer of 1813, we had a number

of men hired to work at chopping down trees and piling the brush, building cabins,
grubbing the undergrowth, and more especially where strects were known to rung and
the proprietors commenced very soon the building of & steam saw-mill, and did after-
ward commect a gristmill with it., This was buvilt on the ground where the foundry
of Lent, South and Shipmen now stends. Among other buildings, one among the first
after the femily residence, was a large, sguare cabin for & school house, on one of
the four public squares on each side of the intersection of State and Spring stroeets,
not far from where the Court house now stands, which said building was also occupied
frequently for a mocting house, until we could build a large one,

The first public sale of lots ir the Town of New Albany, took place on the
second snd third deys of Noveater, 1813, by whici. time there were scveral log=-cabin
residencos along down Moin streot from the onc wc occupied, reaching as far down,
perhaps, as Lower Second strect, end in the course of the summer, quite a number of
families had moved in,

We pass ovor to the summor of 1815, My sisher Harriet was born in New Albany,
February or March, 1815. In the month of June of this year, Uncle Nathaniel was
under the necessity of going to New York on busiress, &nd I accompunied him to Cin-
cinnati. This, you wiil observe, wcs bofore any steam~boats were ruming on the

river, or cny other public conveyance for trov:llors; so woe left here on horse-
back, travelling thrcugh Kentucky, wnd passing by "Big Bone Lick" we performod the
journey in three days. I found Cincinnoti locking pretty much as we had loft it two
yearn before, exsopt that the city authorities hud begun to improve their streets
somewhat by grading end peyving, and building o wharf at the foot of Moin street; and
I rencmber, too, that Doctor Wilson's old frame church building hod boen demolished,
and a substantial brick onc was in course of erection, on or ncar tho same ground.

I yomained there some three woeks, nnd before 1 left, the first story window framcs
had beon put in their places; while there, Uncle Nathaniel made a horse trade with o
man cf his acquaintaence, by which he got two for one, the consoequence of which was,
that I had o horse Lo lead home besides the one I rode, but ps well as I can remember,
I got clong very woll on the jouney home, consuming threc days ns befora. I was
then fiftenn ycars of ngee Uncle Nuincniel returncd in the fall, end his sister
Esther and tho prosont Aunt Clapp (who was then Miss Elizeboth Edmonds) come out with
him, and scon afterwords Uncle Nothenicl end Miss Ldmonds were married. I do not now
recoilect ot whot time Uncle James Scribner caqe west, neither the precise timo that
Gronoma and Aunt Blizabeth arrived, but they were =1l here within two or three ycars
of our first lending hore, '

In the suwmner of 1818, I went te live as » store boy with onc James Pearson at
Peoli, Orarge Covnty, Indianc, an? reamined with him eight months; came home the
lotter part of April, end about the first of June I went to Vincennes into tho drug
store of Mezssrse Hale and Wood., Dr, llale had some time previous become the husband
of Aunt Esthor, and, perhaps in 1818, lir, Wood married Aunt Elizabeth., I returned
frcu Vincenrss in October, 1817, and found nothing special at home for me Lo do, my
Fathier at that time not being engaged in any business which required my services.
He wes electad Clerk and Reccrder of the county of Floyd, soon after the county was
formed, which, I think, was thc following winter.

During the session of the Legislature of 1818 and 1819, Uncle Nathaniel and our
surveyor, John K. Groham, went to Corydon, the seat of govermment at that time, to
use all their influence with the members to grant our petition for a new county; we -
were then in Clark county. The Legislature granted the petition at that session.
Unclle Nathaniel was taken sick while at Corydon, and on his way hcme beceme worse; he
par el with Mrs Grahem on the top of the Knob near where the town of Edwardsville
now stands, and after getting down the Enob and almost home, he was compelled to stop
a¥ o howse on the read Mwimﬁ too sick Yo tvavel furiher My, Wichard liantson was



was the occupant of t'. house, uuic wwo &nd a h.1f miles from here, on the Corydon
road, Uncle Nethaniel remained therc all night, and while we were eating breakfast
the next morning, a messenger came feor the Doctor, informing us that he was very
sick. Doctor Clapp was then boarding at my Father's, and he and my Father and Uncle
Jamos Scribner started immedistely for Mr, Woison's ond found the patient past all
hope of recovery; he died during the day or thot night. This was in the latter part
of December, 1818, and tho woather weos bitter cold.

My sistor Mory was married to Dr. Asahel Clapp (I think) in &he summer of 1820,
end died the lattor part of August, os near as I cen remember, in 1821, within o day
or two after hoving givon birth to o little dear immortal.,

In the month of Merch, 1818, I commenced the study of medicine with Doctor
Clapp, and continued with him until August, 1822, when, after deing examinod by tbe
Medical Socicty, in June, at Charlestown, Clark County, I went to tho aforsaid town
of Paoli and commenced the practice of medicine, I very soon formod the acqueintance
by the neme of Thomas F. Chapman, cn eastern man, from Hanover, New Hampshire, who
was vory successful in his busincss, and in the year 1826, he locded o couplo of
flet-bonts with produce, flour, boof, ond pork, at Leavenworth on the Ohio river,
twenty-six miles south of Proli, and storted for New Orlezns for o market, but was,
unfortunately, taken sick, end died before he recched there; being buricd ot o place
celled the "Rud Church", somc twonty miles cbove the city, It wes his intention,
immedictely aftor his roturn, to visit Hanover, his old home, and bring our with him
his two sisters, thoy buing the only ncar relutives he had living, his mothor having
diocd, I think, in thc yoar 1823 or 24. And you must know that hc had promiscd me
his youngcst sister for o wife; of coursc that was josting in earncste Tho news of
his dooth wos roceived ot Proli, on the fourth day of July, 1826, ond such a dis-
trossed wife and children (of whom there wore four) I hardly ever witnosscd. Being
the fomily physieian, I was very intimate ot the houso and treated slready like a
brothor, ond it beceme my painful duty to write to the sisters conveying the melon-
choly intclligenee of his death., They, boing cware of his intonded visit in tho fall,
comsluded, after his death, that it wes a duty they owed te him and his fomily, to
make o visit to them, aos thero was nothing spocial to keep them ot Hanovor. They
aceordingly mado crrongaments for the journcy, and started late in tho fall or carly
in gho winter of 1827, for Paoli, and after travelling es far as Cincinnati, tho
weather becoming very cold, the river frozc up and they could procced no further ox-
cept by land, cnd thcere being no public convoyance, they remained thero some warlts,
livg. Chapman, the widow, fceling vory anxious about them, having rocoivod severcl
letters from them while ot Cincinnati, was much conccrnod to know hca to geb tnum to
Faoli. [Providenticlly, o feour-horse spring wagon put up onc night at tho public
house cppesite to Mrs. Chopmoan's resideonce, filled with mombers of Ucagross, and
would go s far os Cineinnati with them, and return cmpty unless passeng s could bo
found coring weste So Mrs, Chapmen onlled on mo to write to the giils, oy the
dviver of %his conveyence, (whe, by the way, was quite n gentleman,; to mike up their
mindsg to Filke poessage with him for Pnoli, and thﬁg did even soj and during the sus-
ceeding fall, to-wit, on the twenty-fifth day of Ogtober, 1827, Miss Carsline
Katilda Cngpman, changedl her nems for that of Mrs,\nﬁ“tnr Scribner. I mipht have
mentioned beforv that during the summer, the said Carolkine taught school nt Fooli
foc some s=ix months, ™

4
Havvey Kellopg Seribner, cur first born, wans bern ot noli, Orango County,
Indiava, Septombsr 16th., 1828, and died Ootober 5th., livifs nincteen days. Harvey
Avgustus Seribnoy. born ot Paoli, Novomber 2&th., 1829, L

* ‘J-\

- We lived in Dzoli wftor tcur marrioge until January, 1831, wliﬁ I sold ou? my
\ittle prooscrty, ond moved to Wew 4lbany, and became o partner in LHgQNess with
Doctor Clapp. u\

. N

- Puring my rosidence at Prnoli, Uncle James Scribner died, I think, in ‘§ie sumner
o' 1923; his wife and son Alcnson, clso died while I lived there; his son hiﬁéﬁ'
wert to Ste Frencisville, La. and died there saue time in 1822, 1 think, X
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My Father died in October, 1823, of bilious fever, ond my brother Eliphalet,
followed him in January, 1824, of congostion of the brain; he would have been
eightecen yecrs old had he lived & fow days louger,

Uncle Abner died at Memphis, Tenn., in the latter part of the summer or fall of
1827; and Grandme Scribner, in September of thu same year, aged about eighty years.

New Albany, February, 8th., 1867,

Hearly five years since, as you will perceive by the date, I wrote the fore-
going narrative, except that I have now added some few notes and interlineations by
way of correctiy, in some particulars, end in others, to be moro explicit,

We will now take a long step backwards, and consider ourselve just entered
upon the year 1816; cnd the first subject I teke up will be the organization of the
First Presbyterian Church, in which our family took so prominent a part; end in
order to pive you the full particulars, I hcere copy from the Church Records of that
dato, which is, of coursc, authentic,

"REC ORD"

"On the 16th. dey of February, A.D. 1816, a church was organized at Jefforson-
ville, in the statc of Indiena, composcd of members residing in that place and New
Albany, by the Rev. Jemeos McGrendy, © missionary under o commission from the General
Assembly, which Church wts to be known by the nomoe of the Union Church of Jofferson-
villo and Now Albony., The sacrament of the Lord's Suppor was, ot that time, ad-
ministercd, and the following were the members then in communion; viz:=-- Thomes
Poscy, (the Governor,) and his wifc, John Gibscn ond his wifo, Jamos M, Tunstal,
Jouncs Soribner, (my uncle), Jocl Scribner. (my Father), Phocbe Soribner, (my grand-
mothor), Esthor Seribner, (my cunt amd nfteorwards Mrs. Halc), end Anna M. Gibson; of
whom Thomas Foscy end Joel Scribner werc chosun olders.” -

"Subsequent to that time, Mary Morriwother, the wifc of Doctor Merriwethor, and
Mary ‘Jilson, a widow, woero rceccived as members of the szid Church, Since that time,
Thomas Porey ond his wifo, romoved to Vinccnnes and united with the Church at that
pleco: John Gibson and his wife rumoved to Pittsburgh, and united with tho Church
theres and James Tunstal wont to Louisville and joined the Church bhore; and lMary
Merrivether, Mary Wilson, snd Anna M, Gibson, were, at thoir request, dismisscd from
this church to join the church in Louisville,"

"Afterwerd, to-wit, on the 7th, day of DJccomber, £.D. 1817, at o meobing of the
menhors of the Union Church at New Albany, the Reve D. C, Banks, moderatcr, it was
RESTI0 -~ That as all the members of this Church, residing at Jeffersonville,
have vitharcwn and all the present membors reside in Now Albany, the Union Church
shill, tim this timc, herecfter be known by the name of THE FIRST PRESEYTERTAN
CHUI'CT 0 Wil! AIBANY. A% the same time, Jacob Marcell, and Hinmch, his wilc, wore
T ldseivod Ws mombers of this Church, on o letter fram tho Church in Elizabcth-
town, licw dorsey; Stephen Beers and Lydia, his wife, woro also recoivod as membors
of this Church on & lotber from the Church in Louisville, Ky."

"The Church then procesedsd, by ballot, to th.e¢ election of two additional
elderss Jaceb [faroell and Stephen Beers were unanimously elected, and accordingly,
were afterwards ordained as ruling elders in the Church,"

"Members in communion at the close of the year 1817, nine,"

The meweting of the church at the time of its organization took place in Grandme
Seribier’e dcuse, being what is now the middle part of the old "High Street House;"
the congregation occupying the parlor and back room.

Q



There being no communion plate, two large pewter plates belonging to my -
Grandmother were used instead, for the bread, and being of a very fine quality,
were considered very appropriate.

The next year, 1818, we had the ministerial labors of the Rev, Isaac Reed,
from, perhaps, the latter part of the summer for one year ensuinge After he left
us the Church was vacant for some time. At the end of the year 1818, the number of
Church members were seventeecn, and at the end of the year 1819, they had increased
to thirty-two. I perceive by reference to the records of the Church, that my sister
Lucy Marie, with myself and several others, united with the church on the thirty-
first day of October of this year, 1819; that Aunt Clapp (then Widow Elizabeth
Seribner,) on the fourth day of September of the seme year, at the seme time her
infant daughter, Lucinda Amne, (now }rs. Shipman,) was baptized; and that Cousin
Martha Ann Vering (now Mrs. Gonzales,) was also baptized on the twenty-eighth of
November following,



