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Nerv  A lbany ,  Tnd ' ,  l i p r i l  Srd ,  L862 '

lVIv oear Uaughter:--

rm anmnl in r6s  w iLh ; ,s i t r  oJ ' t  rencated  and urgent  requos ts ,  I  now take  my p lace  a t
. L r r  v  v ,  L r y r  r * r 1

the , lesk  to  g ive  " l , ,ou  somc account ,  no t  on ly  o I 'my own erar ly  h is to ry ,  bu t  the t -o f  the

"Scribner fa- i l i l t " 'before m;1 t inre, that is,  as far as I  knovrr f rom hearsay test imony,

anrl  also thc history of tLic ci . ty of i {cw hlbany fron i ts conmencement --  but where

sha1 l  I  bog in?  v r i t i r  the  c ia te  o f  ml r  f i r s t  rsco l lec t ion? or  w i th  my fa thor ts  fami ly?

or  w i th  h is  Fa ther ts  fa rn i l y?  I  hard ly  h low.

The f j - rsb  roco l . l cc t ion  I  havc  o f  myse l f  r . , r  o f 'anybh ing  is ,  tha t  I  was  a  l i t t le

"chub ' r  go i lg ;  to  sc i roo l  a  mi l "e r  r rnd  a  i ra l i ' d is t r in t  f ro rn  rny  Father rs  ros idence,  spe l l ing

in  th r l t rp r in rc r r r -  b - l -a .  r t ,o  r ro re  thcn  l i v ing ,  in  a  eount ry  v i l lage  ca l led  lJes tonr
t

(probably in b'alr i ie lc l  County) in tho Stc.t i ;  of  Connect icut.  I  remembor dist inot ly

that our house was si tuatt : : , ]  o i t  t i tc,r  top of r  hj11, r^ l i th a smal l  stroam of lvater at

tho  baso o f . ' the  h i } l ,  runn ing  b l r r  
"vh ich ,  

I  su i tposc ,  wcr .$  a  b ranch o f  saugatuck  r i ver .

This stream vras large enough to run a nr i I l ,  as t i ' rero lvas un old ono noar by, and

just below l t ,  a unooL-e*rding rrracir ino had recent ly been bui l t  and put in operat iont

i robably after vre rnoved to that pIaco, as my ! 'ather vras concernod in the businoss.

I  ona. tLon bhree years old, and I  romember we t /rent to church to a placs cal lod
'nGr€cnrs Farrnsrr and o1cl Doctor l t ip loy vras the off ic iat ing minister.  I  might have begun

farther back and told you'bhat mv Father,  r ' thooe namo urt :rs Joel,  was a sono of

NathanieL Scribner,  of  r ,vhos€l histor; , r  I  ] ;nor ' , r  l i t t1e, except that vrh,. 'n my fathor was a

young man, hi .s Father was ongn.ged in t ,ui taing a rrcrchant mi11 in Mi l ford, Connect icut,

ten rni los west of Nev,r I* lven;-hero m;r Father founci and marr iod his wife.  My l lother

was tho daughtor of Jo.boz Benorlict and }iara N(aorn:-) nuft, c.-nd her name was Mary --

her mothor usod to cal l  hor "Po111r".  Our family,  i rorro' . rer,  movcd frorn Mi l ford bofore

f l reco l lec t ion ,  cLnd.  perhaps  to  th is  samc tovrn  o f  l t cs ton .

l / ty i rathor,  Joel Scr ibner,  was born at South East,  Duchess County, I t row York, in

bho yr-;ar 1772,

Of my Grandf lathcr Seribnor I  knovr but l i t t1e, but havr,  loarnod that ht--  was a

Captain in ttre Rovolutir:nc.r1'lj iar, arrd l',rirs lroundod in the battlo of (Monnrouth) in tne

o"*, ty a musket ball, lvliricir ontercd o'b th<-r wrist and oarno out at tho elbow. After

tho closo of thc vlc,r ,  he with l i is fLni i ly,  movod frour Duchoss County to Compo ln

Conneotj.orrb, on l,ong IslrrnrL sorrncl . Efforts he.vc bo()n medo to ascoltain to what

cornpany anrl rogirn,.,tri hu belr.;n€;oclr in v,'hat cn6agumcnts ho fougbt, and where he was
'roor1rrdud, but thc answor rottirncd from the 1'/ai Dopartmont in lfaslr-ington, statos that

the record.s woro dostroyod. by f i ro,  r .nd his ncrnc eppeat 's in the Pension Off ioe as a

Crr.ptain of Connecticut Volurlt,ccr.s, rlravring a pcnsion up to the timo of his doatht

vrhich ocourrad in thc reer IBOO, in the tovrn of Lqrrj.svilfr;, Gcorg,ia, whi'bher ho had

gone on businesso IIe !'nrs r, man vor1r much boJoverd by all who knolv him, boing gonorous

r.nd klnd ln his distriosi-biort, nrrcl wa.s poesoseud. of vory ornple rrreans v,hioh becarno lost

t l i rough spoou}: t ion.
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, i ly  f  i rs t  recc l l r :cb ion o1. '  ury Grandna bcrrbner ,  lvhose naid€n naroe vras Phebe
l te l1ogg r ' i s ,  v . rhc rn  I  v r ras  so r r l e  f ou r  o r  f i v r - '  vea rs  o Id ,  t i r a t  sho  r , vas ,  a t  t ha t  t ime ,  t o

me, an e lder ly  lac l1. ,  l i r r ing at  Compo, Cr ' r l rnect icut ,  lnr i th  sone tvro or  three oI '  her

y()L lnEor chi ldrcryt ,  a  vrorn&n of  s t rong rn i -nd,  great  mathemat ica l  powelrs,  and deep

r o l i g i o u s  f e e l i n g , .

l ly  Granclperents on both ! -ather f  s  arrc ]  i l io t l rcr ts  s ides,  vrere b lessed wi th a number
of  ehi l -dren,  but  my t i lo ther ts  parents and re l - ' - r l , ives.  a l l  l iv in6 in  and around i { i l fordt

I  l tovcr  knotnr  much conccrn ing bhem, as ' t ,vo seldom salv any of  themr

?here lvere t , ; i rc lvc chi idr t l i l  o f  the Scr ibnor  f r r .mi ly ,  s ix  of  caoh sex l iy ing at  the
t i . rno v ie moved f rc , rn i \e l , r  York in  Oct .  1811,  a l l  but  one of  v ' rhorn I  have seenr and havo
bcen  ac t l t r r i . j , ned  l v i t l L  t he  mos t  o1 ' t hem.  Tho i r  names  v re re  - -  E l i pha lo t r - - Jamos r - -
Jcrn imar--Jocl - .  - -Phe' i . ,e  r . r i rL  l : , iar . tha,  ( tvr ins)r - -Esther ,  - -El i jahr- -El iz ,abethr- -
i ' t ra thanie l r - -Arnar--Abnc;r"  Perhaps I  havc not  nsned them *rccording to thei r  agesr  but
I  havr . : ,  a"s v , tc l l  ar j  f  gan rocol lect .  I  have no ' th in6 but  monory for  my guido.

I ; l i pha l c t  wcn t  Lo  t , h , . ;  V , ' esb  Inc i i os  be fo re  o r  abou t  t hc  t ime  tha t  I  wes  bo rn ,  sL \ y
in thc ycar  J [JOO, a: r r l  < ] j t ;c l  th ,ore sor lo tvrcnty or  tvrenty- f ivo ycars af tor .

. Icmima. b, :co.rnc bhc rv j fc  of  i f r .  Sr ,n ' . re l  Pcnny and t ivcd in  Br idgc-rpor t ,  Conncct ieut ,
f o r  a  f o r ' , , voa rs ,  ' ; honco  l , hoy  r cmov i ; r l  t o  l : l ew  Yo r l c  C i t y ,  l vh -o rc  L ' i r .  and  Mrs .  Po ru t y  d iod .

Mar-bha ( lvo ' tsc, ,1 to eal . l  l t , ; r  I ,unt  Pr . t t ; r )  l r r ,ormo t l i t - r  wi fe of  Ur iah Rogcrs
Sc r i b r re r ,  ho r  r , rw ; t  ccu r r  i n "  f  r c i nc r r , b , : r  d i s t i ne t l v  t hu  t i nc  shc  wag  mar r i cd .  He r
rno t l i c r  wn ,s  I  i v i nq  a t  o .  i r l . aeo  o .1 l .  l od  ( l onpc ,  i n  Councc t i cu t ,  on  Long  I s l and  Sound ,
which lv ls  aborr 'c  tJr r ( l r )  mi l r ;s  f rcrn SauJ",atuck,  l r iLer t ;  my Fath<;r  thcn l ived,  and - I_,  somo
four  or  f ivc ycars o l -c i1 vrr r rs ,  at  the r redding.

Jarncs mart ' ioc l  l , r rd l j r rcc i  i t r  t l rc  St l tc  o1 '  l 'k : i ,v  York,  somo f i f ty  or  s ix ty  mi les
r ,bovc thc Ci ty ,  1.n. .1 soon af t i : r  Ncr ;  l l lb l t iy  1, ros l r r i r .d  orr t ,  immi6rated to th is  p lnec,
1 . . . i - , r  + h , 1 s  -  , . r . i r O l T c 1 .  V t i t h  t , t v o  S O n s _  i ,  l r n s o n  r _ r . r r l  1 S . f . l ; C .u t r u \ / y v q t  y l f  u t l  \ , l v , J  D v J t D ,  J r J , L t l a t v t t  \ 4 i l u

,Dh, ;bc n in. r r icr l  a  l , ' l r .  I ; l i l f i rm 1r , : r i .ng,  anct  cr : t t lcd in  l t idgof ie ld,  Connoct icr r to The

o thc r  b r , - r t hc rs  and  s i s l , , . , r s  c  L '  my  Fa l , hc r  l v i l f  bc  rne  n t i on t ; d  l i c rua f t c r ,  ns  I  p roceed .

W pa ren ts  i r l ve  t o l , l  mc  l . h r i L  1 l v r , s i  b , ) rn  c ;n  t he  19 t ,h  day  o f  I " eb ru r r y ,  1BOO,
in the l foresuj -d t r ,vrn of  i , ,4 j  i ford,  , . . . r rd my brot l ier  l larvo; / ,  the f  i rs t  born,  on the th i rC.
day of  .Atr4us; t ,  1 ' / .98;  r t r :>:b wi- ls  nLy s is ter ,  Lucy l ,4r . r ie ;  nr :z t ,  l {cr ry  Luc: in t ln ;  I  cnnnot
now cal l -  to  rn i r td  t i re  t i . r : re of ' the i r  b i rbh,  nor  t i i< , .  p lneo lvhore wo l ived at  bhe t inre,
bu t  my  impress ion  i s ,  t l r n t ,  i t  v ras  ab r r l l es ton ' r .  E l i p l r a l< ; t  be i r rg  i l ex t ,  T  rome tnbe r
d i s t , i ne t l y ,  r vas  bc rn  a t  Cau ;ab ' r ck ,  nnd  I  t ) r i n I :  i t ' , v r , . s  i n  Jonuc ! r v ,  1806 ,  S i s te r
Ju l i n  Ann ' , r , s  ncx t ,  anc l  v , r c  1 ; ] r on  l i ve l r l  aboub  th rec  m i l e i s  f r om Norwa lk ,  Connec t i cu t ,
* t  a  t r l - r , . ee  c r l l e r l t r sh r : r c t . o t ' t r " ,  r ' v . h i c i t  f  bc l i cve  i s  an  1n r1  t an  f l r u r l €1  and  nea f  t o  an
t t t t cL , r  o f 'mv  Fa thc r t s ,  w lLose  nnne  t vas  l l noch  sc r i bne r .  I  t h i nk  t h i s  r , ' r as  i n  Ap r i . ] ,  18O7 ,
i ind . [  rcr r ' , ( . ]Trr r . ' . , r  r l j :  l - , i r rcb i .y  t l re f  Sroaher i {arvoy ancl  I  hr ,d the moazlos at  thc t i rno of
l r r ; r  l ' r i , r t ] ,  ,  t  ) , , 1  i 1" ' ( i  i , r ) r c  p roh i t r i t r ; c l  f r om sec i t i g  t hc  p roc ious  t ' b t rby r r f o r  u .  l ong
l - i . nc ,  { \ f t  wo  [ [ 1 r . r i : ; , , ] . r " i  r y I  . [  r ] i . j  nJc  i t  I r obeb ]e  t l r o  o t ] r c r  ch i l d :  < ' n  m i : : h t  have  had  t ] r c
d i s< - - . se  a t  t ho  sqne  t i r ne ,  bu t  I  do  nob  l<nov . ' ,  c r  r emomber  f o r  co rba in "

Tn  the  fa l I  o f  l - 807 ,  f  l v s . s  sc ;nb  to  S t r . n f c r rC ,  ano the r  t o lm  i n  Connec t j . cu t ,  t l ca r
t i rc  Lr ,ng l  r ; . ' .nnC f l  r ,unr I  ,  

- , t l ic rc  r , rv  Grrrnr lmothr : r  3cr ibncr  thcrn l i t rcdr  sa.y 1 ' :1 'Ly tn i les
f -on l ier , r  Yoi 'k .  T rcnra inr- . r l  r r i l , l . r  thorn a l_1 t l_ .at  ur in tcr  { lnr i  wenL to sel .ool ,  somct imos in
L- i t r ,  t t ro t i 'o ' r r : r  knr :c ; - r l r . rcp.  Sr , rn, l  t ryo or  t l t re t i  o f  my L lmTrarr j -cd Ar :nts wcrc at  home wi th
'F ' r '  ' i  -  nar l . - ' - '  r  r r ; tncmbrrr '  :1 , is 'b i r ic+; lyhurrLs Esthcr  r . .nd An:- la ,  anc-1 I  th i -nk f t  lnr t  o f  bher l r \ ,  v l '  , r  

9  r

t1 l , ,Qr 8112,-r ,be;th,  thor.r .gh Aunt I- lJ j  lDbc:th rr ight,  lLavo como horre cn a vis i t ,  as I  re-
mcr:bor thsrt  sho i ' ' /c.s at n boarding-schor: I  in N,, ; lv Jcrseyr f in ishing up ircr cducat ion.

In the err lv part  of  thc \r() l r  IBOB, rny I 'athcr rncvod to the City of [Tciv Yorkr
al ' rG toon nftcnrards, perhlps in i rhreh or A],r i l ,  rny Grrndrnothcr nnd family moved to
l,{orristown, Ncvr Jorsey, somr: b}:irby milc.s :t'r 'om N, rv Yor}:, but v,ie wont to lievr York

,
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f i rst ,  anci  I  rcmained at my Fathc,r t6,  u,rho was then l iv ing on tho corn€r of Broadway
r ' ,nd  Spr ing  St rce ts ,  in  a  new,  t !?o-s to ry ,  b r ick  house,  tho  f ron t  bo ing  used as  a
rrFarni ly Grocery" and rrFeed Store",  of  urhich my irethor u'ras tho proprieter.

Buring t i is lat ter part  of  the spr ing of 1BOB or 1BO9 (I  cannot rcmernber whioh)
I  lvas put on board a smel l  s loop under tho cl , rr , r  sf  Captain Bristol ,  a cousin Of my
fuTotherts and was handed ov<.r by hirn curly on thc morning of tho follou'ring day, to my
rolat ivc;s ln thc aforsaid town of Mi l ford. Thc coptain lof t  me at tho houso of
l , {r .  l i i l l iam A twater,  lv}roso iv i fe was the only sistor of  my Mothor.  I  rsnained thorot
pcr l io.ps a couplo of hours, vrht. in ons of my colrsins came in,  a son of my Mothorts
brothcr,  end cscortcd rno up to the olr l  homcstcad, and introdocod mu to nry Grandfathor
and Grandmothcr Bul l .  The old lady was in the pantry whon I  f l rst  enterod the houso,
lvhich liras a smalL roorn, thc fioor of whiclr lrrc,s q. foot or two bolovr tho lovoL of, thc
othor roomso Ti. ; ,  inv cousin rnd myself ,  ha,d gonr!  in 'Lo thc front door without Lnocking
and rvorc stancl ing, in the middlo of thc f loor whon Grandma carne stepping up out of tho
pantry,  and apnoarcd as i f  sho lvns about to ncot somo strnngcrs, but I  not lcod sho
nado a strc- iglr t  l in. ;  tov,rards mc, f i rst  looking at me through hor spoc'bac3.os, of
whioh shc ln"d two pr-r i r  on hcr hoLd, thcn, lorrcr ing h.;r  hcad and pt lor ing ovor the
glassos, ha.ving b) ' -blr is t imrl  comi:  c losc, up to inun thrc,w up her c ' .nns and oxclairrod
in  a  loud vo icc ,  "  I  c lo  bo l - i cvc  th is  i s  onc  o f  ?o1 ly  Bu l l t s  ch i ld . ron l r rand 'bhen sho
gathorod mo nnd rvarrtcE-to knovr how -[  cr.mc thoro, &c.,  &c.,  f rom al l  of  w]r ich I
supposo she nrust ha're boon t i rkcn by surpr is, ,r .

Thoro  r rc ] "o  scvur : l  b ro thcrs  o f  my Mothor ts  ros id ing  in  Mi l fo rd ,  who hcd
fc' .ur i l ios; sono of the eousins bcing older and some youngor than mysclf .  A few days
of to r  my ar r i . vx l  I  bcg : in  to  go  to  schoo l . ,  as  I  ro rncmbor ,  lu  a  smal l ,  b r i ck  housc ,
I  think i t  was, in tho centre of a largo sguorco I  mado my horno chiof ly at Grandpors,
sponding, novr and thr:nr u fcv,r  days at thu houso of somc Unclc,  whoro I  invariably
f o t r n d t t l o t s r r o f  o h i l d r u n ,  c o u s i n s ,  A n c l  o f  c o u r s e ,  d u r i n g  m y  s t a y ,  I  b o c a m o  q u i t o
wol"I  acqur. intc;d with 'nr iny of ny l {ot}rr :r ts kin bcforo I  lef t .  f  assistod Grandpa in
digging his potabees" and I  v,rel l ,  re,meinber t i rat  lve found one very large-,  which pleased
the old gent lemmn very much, so that he took i t  to ono of tn6-Ftbff i -nd r ,veighed i t ,
and my impression is,  1;hat i ts woi;3ht vras t lo and three-quartor potrnds. I  returned
to l t lew York in the month of Octobor on the samo vessel,  Capt.  Br istol ,  and had. a
pleasant voyageo

On the f i rst  day of Apri l ,  tBlO, I  vras sent to Morr istourn, Now Jot 'soye I  think
my Father  accomgln ied .  mo.  The r jdo  was tv , ron ty -e ig l i t  m i lcs  by  s tage, .a f te r  c ross ing
the forry at the foot of  Cou:r: t land Streeto I  found my Grandmother,  (rny Fatherts
Mother ,  )  t i v ing  thero  r . r ibh  t l i roc  o f  her  daughtc rs ,  (v iz )  Es ther ,  E l l zabeth ,  and
Anna, conduct ing a femalo boarding-schoo1, and house-keeping. I  boarded with thent
and attendod the Acadernry for boys, which ruas quite a colebrated school in thoso days.
I t  was a largo, tr ,vo-story, f ranc bui lc l ing, with tr ,vo largo rooms in eaoh story, besides
tho basement,  Throe. bro'bherrs by thc name of l ,helptey, i , rcro tho tn:acl torso l f i l l inm'
l.Iholplcy tau.ght thu Jqngucrij(ii jt Jccrgs T,trleolploy, tho hip;her branchos in English, anrl
ho vras my tcecherr r .nd 0r lando..  thc young,est brothor,  tho pr imary deparhrent in tho
basemont.  After remtLining c)rre ye&r, I  wcnt horne during vacat ion, and roturned in
about a week, and staved unt i l  the fal l  of  l8 l to During my absence in 181O, my
s is to r  Phobs was borno

Ivly Father ho.ving deto.rmincd to er,rigrate to thc wcst, ho formod a partnership
wlth his brother- in-1aw, 1' ; i } l iani  l lar ing, he ( t1i ;** i t rg) teing n praet icol  tannor and
c t . l r r ie ra  to  os tab l i sh  thcnrsc lvcs  in  bus iuoss  in  C inc innat i ,  Oh io .  Aocord ing ly  on
thc Bth. day of Octobor,  iBl ] ,  the two fani l ios lcf t  Nerv York City in a smal l
vossol,  o.nd crossing, Nev' i  York Brrv,  15 mi lcs, landed in Ncvr Jorsey at El izabethtown.
I ie trad a lYagon for oach fnmily,  oach dr irvrn by throc horscs" One of thc horses met
vr i th an accidont in gott ing out of thc boat at El izabethtovrn, hurt ing onc of his
)-cgs c.ui te ser iously,  on which account rvc wcrc compel led to romain for scvoral .  days;
' ,h is ' ras  cons idered onc  o f  the  bes t  and s t rongc ls t  horsos  o f  tho lvho lc  s ix ,  and a1-
l , : r : r ' i :  l ve  wcre  then on  Gxpenscs ,  our  mcn- fo lks  thoug i r t  i t  bes t  and most  economic ' l  1 r

L:r  ' .u and lot  his gc.; t  cnt i rc ly rnrcl l  boforo loaving. So on the sevontoonth da1' eg



Octob,;rr  i i rLving, bocn detained cight or nlne r lays almost in sight of  tbo home we had
Ieft ,  wo took up okr l in*:  of  march forbho "Far- ' ,Testrrrwhi-ch indooC i t  was in those
early t imes. Our vrhole conpan)r eonsisted of i i i l l iam Thring and wife,  and his brothor
I{arry i . rar ing (urmarr ied),  and four chi ldrerr, .  to-r .r i t ,  Jessor -- tYothanielr-- t r lososr--  and.
Georgol the oLdest porhaps, not more than s{, ivcl1 or eight yocrrs.  . [ ' ,^r- :")  rr . ]1 bolonged
to vrhat r"e callod our "Yenkce 1",hgonrr; ;,h"r1 Jc',cI Scribnor e.nd vrife, with their
ctr i ldren, I larvoyr--r ;r i1 l iarn Aug,ustusr--Lucy l l iar iar-- l ,hry Lucindar--Bl lphnlotr--Jul ia
Annr--and Fhebo, sevcn, occupying our "Jersey' , ' l ,agon'rn merking a total  of  f ivs adult
pcrsons nnd. sleven chi ldren. ln ic journeyeci dircct ly across tho state of Now Jersey,
passing through f- icotch Plains, Plninf ield,  Somervi l le,  and many othor towns, tho
nc;nles of urhich I  dc'  not remcmber3 crossing thc r ivcr Delawaro at Easton, and
travel lod through the str , te of Pennsylvania to Pit tsburgh, on what vros, at  that t imo,
considereC to bo thc bcst routcr A 6roat many tovrns, no doubt,  have been laid out
.- ' . : ;  uui l t  up since thc'" t 'b inrs,  uncl  many that wc passcd through, I  havo forgotten, but
I  rv i l l  g ive you the: namcs cf som*i of  the pr incipal oloso Lenving Er.ston, then, wo
pnssod through Bethlchent,  Al lentown, crcssing, thc r iver "Schuylki I l r r  at  Rcnding, and
tho rrsusquohnnuarr r t  l larr isburgh, t i te caJr: . tal  of  the stc ' . te,  thon journoying through
Carl is lo,  Shippcnsburgh, Chsmbersburg,h, i locl t 'orcl ,  Scrnersct,  Iaurol  Hi l l ,  and Groons-
burgh, to Pit tsbur6,h, Mrny in" 'dcnts occurror l  on ol l r  journey, but bcing compol lod
to g, iver you this I i 'bt le history crr t i rc ly from memory, rrot  having €von the scrateh
of a pen for rq- l fc:rr , lncc, l ' .nd so mi-r j lv ly 'cers'hnving clapstrd sinco, T shal.  1 not bo able
to give you mriny o1'  thc part icul l ' . rs,  onl1r neey cnd thcn ono, vrhich made a dist inct
improssion on rny nind at th<: t imc. In the f i rst  placerTE-cn, l ,h<,rc was c! di f forenct:
of  opinicln bcturecn t l rc lJ lcssrs" l jar ings a.nd my Father,  as to tho propriety of
travol l ing on Sunday; the iTr ' r ings in fa.ror of  i t ,  as, in thcir  opinion, we coulcl
kccp tho Scibbath {-rs wcl l  in thr i t  urny r . .s bo stop, gaining t j :no arrd lossoning oxponsosi
but rny Fathor,  on thc contrr . . r l r ,  being s.  Chrj .sLian mo.n, objcct<;d, argutt ing not only
thc g,roat s in of Sc.bc.th-broaking, but insistod thi ' . t  by rcst ing, our horses woufd
s tnnd tho  journoy  bo t tc r ,  as  vue l l  es  mon,  worncn,  and ch i ld ren ,  and ho  vor i l y  be l iovod.
wo should guin t i rno instcad of losing i t ,  , : ' ,n<1 so i t  was wo rested on Sunday, I  re-
mombor tha'b wo tarr icd somc tvro or thrco r la;rs c. t  Rcaci ing, pcrhaps hrrving to mako
somc ropa i rs  to  our  v \ ragons ,  hors r r -shoot ing ,  &c .  

' [ ie  
a r r i vod  a t  Car l l s lo  j t rs t  bo fore

sunsct,  i r r tcnding to put up for thc night,  but tho Court  bcing in sossion, wo lroro
told by 1.11 thc tavern- lccupi i rs thrt  thcy worv fulL i lnd r ' ' lo could not bo accomodatod,
so vro drovt on throc mi l- t -rs rncl  s 'boppcd r. t  a country-tavorn --  and such faro as vfo
hn.dl  Unc1c Warirr6, and rrrysul- f  took onc of our horscs, hi tched him bt. i foro a sled with
n } .nrnn] nn i .F ancl v ironf,  about t l r ro rni lcs to gr. . iN, i t  f i l lcd l r i th wo.tor,  so that wof , v +  v r r  * v t

* ; ^L+  r ^ - t "  ^  r ; { ; t l c  f o r  ou rseLv t - : s  i : nd  h r r sus ,  c r rd  bcs i - l cs  t he t ,  wc  cou ld  gc t  no th ingt l t , l . | a r , v  r r ( r  v  u  ( .  r I  I

of  thc  g rc . in  E I r , iTu t  g :uon corn  to  fuo t l  our  horscs ,  tho  cons( )gucrco  o f  wh ich  lvas ,
t i :a t  the  ne : t t  da l r  one o f  our  horses  became s ick  and d ied  a t  r jh ippensburgh;  then we
( tne t  i s ,  the  c l i i l d rcn)  thor " rE ' r t  we, ,vere  a lmost  b rcken up ,  Hcr , , 'ever ,  we jcurneyed
v, 'es* ' , ra rdr  aud the  nox t . lny  mei ;  a  man lv i th  an  o ld ,  ro ro iu t iona. ry - Iook ing  s teed snd
bo'r i l : i  h jm t 'or f i f teen dol- Irrrs" The roads, nearly aI l  the !vr.v,  vr€ro exeeedingly
pvor lv -  and or t r  p roqress  nccessar i l y  s low,  and wha 'b  made then t - ; i11  rJorse ,  tu rn-p ikers
we 'r  a-t  t ' ro, ." ] ;  ploughing up t l ie old rocrd in many placos, so tLr i ;  h we found i t  very hard
woi" l r  io 6et through. l r ' Ic met r ,r i th manlr large roa.t l -wagons, drar,"n by f ivo or six horses,
har-r . t ing goocls o.cross thc nountains to Pit tsbuff iTbfrFstern nrerchants, there being
no o. l ter modo of t ransporta.t ion at that t ime. 

' ! ' r lo 
made i t  convenient to reach the top

of the Al legarqr nr iounbcrins about snndown, though lve could not seo the sun, as i t  vras
rajning, and put up at a larg,e stone tavern, f incl ing many trave).  lers and some team-
s t ,c r ; ;  in  boof re  us .  I 'o  caL l -ed  fo r  suppor ,  bub ib  sc rmcd as  i f  l ve  shouLd a1 l  s ta rve
beforo  i t  was  ready ,  and a f te r  v r r i t in6  t i } l  about  n ino  orc lock ,  we had somo hot
coffeo, f r icd chickeir ,  and other good "f ix ins" vr i r ich woro not bad tcl  take.

Thc ncxt morni.ngr just ns we had harnessed up reaLdy for a start ,  tvro mcn camo
riding up br iskly,  saying that sonre one hacl s-bolen sonre shovels or pick-axesr and
they nretencled to have n search-wri .rrant and said somerthing about soerchlng our
waSons &c" L, iy Father told them to ser,rch his and welcome, but they did not seern
in<- l ' ,  : red  to  do  i t .  Unc le ' l {a r ing ,  on  tho  cont ra rv ,  took  h is  hcavy  uragon-wh ip  in  h is
hai l i i ,  and, standirrg near his wegon, boing rrery indignant,  swore by his Dlaker that



the f i rst  man who rnade the least at tempt to search his wagon, would be lmookod down;
that they night lanow thc.t movers, as we were, had enough to haul through tho mud
without any of their  shovels or picks, and furthermore, ho doubted rvhother thoy had
anything in the shape of a search-vu'arrant and vras more likvly after stealing sollle-
thing themsolves; the result  of  er l . l  which rv1 s,  that they kept themselves at e re-
spectf  ul  distanco, mcrking no effort  to search his w,rgon"

'$Ie 
rcached. Pit tsburgh, as no&r es I  cr in rccol lcct,  about the f i rst  of  November,

al l  vory much rejoiccd that wr, 'had d,ono travel l ing through the mud. After rest ing
a few days, rruo purchasocl a sma1l f lc. t -boat,  sc.) /  f i f ty feet long by twolve or thir toen
wicle, and f i t t ing i t  up ns eonveniont ly as we could for the r i romen and chi ldren, and
gott ing somo provisions aboard, and a.11 our plun.Jer,  excopt the horsos, l ' rhich wo sent
through by 1and, rvo rnrc5-ghod anchor and st: . r ted for Cincinng.t i ,  tc.k ing i t  very
modcre.t ly,  and tying up et rr ight,  thc r iver boing vcry low; arr ived at Clncinnat i
on tho thir t ieth day of Norrembcr,  boing just three i l reeks sinco we lef t  Pi t tsburgh.
T{e found i t  exbrenely di f f i .cul- t  to proclrre a house, so many lmmigrants arr iv ing
dai ly,  r ,nd vre had to rsnain in the bcat at thc shora, for f ive woeks, vrhioh brought
us into th<; f ' j . rst  week of Uanuarv bofore wc l t : f t  i t .  Ldany other famil ies in boate
along shoro lucnt through the sc.mo ordeaL.

Drr ing thc; lv intcr,  I  thini . :  in the month of ! 'e,bruaryr 1812, thci  whole wostern
country wos visi tcd vr i th cl . rbhqulrhc;s,  nany of lvhich tvero vury severo, so muoh so,
that in Cincinnat i ,  tho iuhrdi tc,nts l ' rcrc vcr" lnuch al t . rmod, snC sffro ulmost torror-
str ickcn forsaking thoir  hor,rscls for thu strects,  for the t i rno boing; and tho town
of Nolv l t , ' ladr id in the str . to of i i issonri  on the l \ [ ississippi  r ivcr,  vr l rs .r lmost destroued
by them.

Unclo Tiar ing obtairrecl  a houso on or noc.r l thtcr strcet in tho uppor pnrt  of  tho
toum, nnd moved his fnrni ly into i t .  Thc housc lvo f i rst  movod into was a smal} f ramo
on one of tho bnck strorrts, 'uvhioh r,vr.r occupied bffi a short timo, and thon moved, lnto
a hQWr two-story br iek, i runodiatcly in the rcar of an old frr ,mo, si tuated on the
wost  s ido  o f  l io . in  S t rou t  a t  tho  top  c f  thc i  h i l l  o r  sccond r i se ,  owned by  a  Mr .
Ezc lc io l  I Ia I l ,  a  boot  end shoo mal : r : r ,  end rvho car r iod  on  h is  bus inoss  in  an  ad-
jo in ing  bu i ld ing .

I t  was tho purposo of Scr ibncr ancl  l , f i r ' - rr ing, inmcdintely upon our t--rr ival  at
C inc innat i ,  to  os tab l i sh 'bhc insu lvcs  in  thc  tann ing  bus inc ;ss  on  a  la rE;  a t rd  ox te t ,s ive
sca lo ,  and 'bhcy  very  soon begr .n  to  pure i iaso .  h ides  fo r  thn t  purposo be foro  they  had
oven so lec tcd  n  s i to  fo r  a  tan  yarC"  I t  r , vos  tho i r  in ten t ion  e lso  to  add to  the i r
business, the boot r .rrd shoe. mr,kirrg in al l  i ts brc.nches, XIr .  Hnrry l . t ' Iarr ing suporin-
toa, l ing thnt depnrtrnrrnt,  r .nd in a short  t ime thoy i ind a largc shoo-shop in operat ion.
In ordor to compoto v 'r j - th the besr shops of thc lc inct in tho placo, and for tho pur-
pc,se of proeuring tho. very bc.st  rnrLte,,r in l  for " f ine worl ' ; r t ,  i t  was t l iought bost that my
Fat ' rc r  shor . r l ' 1  v is i 'b  }Jevr  York  nnd purchaso such s tock  as  thcy  dos i r< ld"  Accord in r ; l y ,
ho , ' l_t , f ' . !  h iu fr i rni l l ' ,  strr : .ngers as we wero in n strange place, ond as thoro was not i t jng
l r r : *  l ' ,  ' n  # i r  r  r  r  a . l - n  -vvv l vJ  v r re r r  Duo6o  eo i . chcs  i n  t hosc  days ,  f o r  t he  t r avo ] l j - r r g  pub l i c ,  ho  w1s  gono
rrn ' r ' l r r  q ' l ' l  r r r in*  'p  anci  had thc rn is for tune of  he 'v ing h is  pockot  p ickot  of  { \ i iCO in bank
h i l  l F  n n  l . ' i -  - ^urr-rr, t-lr, rrrs return, soon aftcr lcaving Ncvu York, porhelps at Ncvr Brunswic;k in ltlc'lr
Jc: 'scy, which wc.s onc couse of his long absonco. l / ' lhon ho discovorcd that his pocket
I teic l  becn cut opon, and had no pockat-bcc, 'k in i t ,  ( i t  vras about midlr i .ght)  f re cal lcd
f'cr a i.igh'b, tho stiLg;o having just ',hen drivcn up to a stage houso, rnd forrnd his
poel ' : ' r t -book l1r ing' ,v ide opcn ir i  t l rc bottom of tho sbagc and the papors i t  had eon-
- i ; l r j - : :ed ly ing arorrnd Ioosc, but t i rc monoy $m.s al l  gono. Ho uscd ovcry monns to try
1,o i ' ind i t ,  by cr.rrs ing his ful lovr passongL.:rs to bc scarchcd, anrL onc suspicious
iook:'in4 foJ.lovr, rrhose pl.crcc in the stagc rvrrs inrncdia.toly behind him, he had soorched
sorte - 'L lvo or three t i rncs, in di f fcront placcs, but novcr a f lve clol lar bi l i l  d id ho
i- ' i t ' ' , l  of  i t .  This,  rurd<;r the circu-nstanccs, was a vcry sad catnstropho.

Aceorr l ing to the oustom in thosc <tnys, al l  thc mcn betwe,,en thc agos of eightcen
und forty-f ivc,  had to train or nrust, , . r ,  as i t  wns onl lcd, oi thor among t l :o mi l i t ia of



of the state, or in some inCependent or vol

concfuded that they could not condescend tc
l{aring joined a cavalry cornps,ny and was mac

look ing  o f f ieer  on  horso-back  wou ld  be  her i
compatryl  and soon after vrhich, war was decl
commonly cal led the t , Ier of  1812; c-ncl  whcn a cel l  was made for soldicrs to go to the

f ron t ie r ,  to  Det ro i t ,  fo r  ins tancc ,  those t
wore eJnong the f i rst  to be offcrecl ,  who, of
causo o f  tho  break ing  up  o f  n l l  thc  bus inos
and 

' [ ' Iar ing. 
Conscqucnt ly the stock on hanc

had to be sold off  to the bcst e.dvantago, r
yonr,  rny Fathor r<.rnainin6, nt  hcrno, closcd r
Ann tr : , rar ing v{as born }k. :rc ir  17th.,  1812 in Ci
thc troops from Kcntuc}ry,  Tcnncseo, and Inc
way north, rvhich vras a vcry intcrest ing s1
seomod to onjoy i ' 'c  vory muoh.

Cincinnet i  r ,vns a smal l  tor.vn when w,;  f i rst  arr ivcd, though i t  was f i l l ing up

with ix imigrants chief ly fronr the north and cest.  At that t imo thero wcre no publ ic

i-nprovancnts of any kind, cxcopt a srnall l,ftrrkot l{ous,a otl tho bottom just oas'b of

i\4lin Strcct, porhr:i-rs, IIo strcc,t improvements, no whr'rf or othcr improvomont of tho

bank of the r iver,  ' Ihcro !vo"s an old stone bui lding cal lecl  th, . l  Court  houso standing

.n tho hi l l  v,rest r : f  lu lein s-breot,  ncar ancl a l i t t lc 4orth of Doctor l r i i lsonrs old frame

churchr 'with n largc 5re.veyLrd in the rr : t l r r  wcst of  i t .

Durlng tho fnl l  of  1812, l , , , ly i rat i rcrts brothcrs, Nathaniel  and Abnor Scribnor,

camo to Cincinnat i ,  c.ncl  in Dccombor or Jc.nuc.ry fol lowing, they, with rry Fatherr-

startod off  on an oxplcr i . rrg cxocdit ion, ar i , l  o l tor v ievuing the presont si te of New

Albany and tho country for r i  short  distance around, conclucled to make the ptrrchase

of the tract of  lanci  Lporr ryhich the ci ty is locatod, having in view, before the pur-

choso, the ic lea of Inyini ;  out u" part  of  i t  into Torvn-Jots. Upon inquiry they as-

cer ta ined.  tho  ovrner  o { ' tho  land io  be  co l '  John Pau l ,  a  res ident  a t  tha t  t imo '  o f

I \4adison, Indianao Thoy went i rrmcLl i . : , to ly to see hlm trrrd maCo n purchaso-?l  ?]1 
hi"

orvnorshi.p of Jand ly ing in Fract ional soct ions Nosn 2 ancl 5,  together rvi th the sole

r igh t  o f  fe r r io .go  . . " "u i *  thc  Oh io  r i vor  f rcm sa id  Fr rc t iona l  sec t ions  o f  land ;  and

.ruiy .oon aftor thcir  rcturn bo Cincinnat i ,  vrc br:gan to meko our orrDn8omonts for

leai- ing Oleio for Incl i i ' .na. On thc ?nC' dny of h{arch, 1813, tho f i rst  + ' t rco wos cut

clowrr,  by oo"y of bcgi.nnini i  to cL( jar a spot for a cnbin to be placod' for a dt"rel l ing

houso. 
-Thi;  

part iculc.r  sp:t  rvc.s just abcrve what is norv Ceptain Samuel i \ tontgomoryrs

prersont rosiciiifElfi 'Ttr'dGdmc sidc of ltlnln street. On tho 2nd day of l '{ay, just two

nnon',hs frorn thc cintc oi  the f i rst  outt ing,,  tho tv, 'o fcrrr i l ies bofore ncnt ioned, to-wit ,

rny latherrs and r: i i l l  im i l1. .r ingts lan, lcd , . t  t t lo pl i rcc v/€ nolr  cal l  thc uppcr farry

lanc, ing, c ind found.. this dwcl l inq hr.uso of two monbhs in bui lding, to bo a largo

"clcublo clrbin'r with quite n v,,i.ctc hr-Il betr,vetin them ancl a lnrge kitchon nttachod to

ono of the wings, ns ycb in c.n unf inished
jus 'b  f ron  tho  v roods ,  w( . ,  o f  co t t rse ,  wore  c
thcy vrcro antl makc thc bcsst o{' it, cnd fin
you r,ui l I  cxpoct to bc tolc i  that at  bhat t
Alblny nolr  stands, rvc"s a pcrfect vr i l . lornos
hcovi ly t inberod lv i th pcplar,  bcoch, al td s
r ivor bc,t-boms, but the v 'rholo surfacc of th
woocl ,  pt \wpavf,  grecrrbr icr,  and c" lrnost cvery othcr grorrbh incodont to r ich soi l ;

rcal}y,  : - l  vras so thic lc in thc spr ing anci summgr, i r f tcr tho ]c i lvos had obtainod

bhclr ful1 grovrth, thLt onr; coultl not sco rTroro ttte,r n rod ohuarl , in thc woods. Ohl

i t ' , ras rcnant ic,  espccial ly on thc top of Carre I inob, vrcst of  tho ci ty,  lvhoro wo

cr:ulcl tako a fino viow of th; surror-ur.ling country.

l I ' Io11, tho f i rst  thing to bc d,onc was to procure a survoyor,  and comnonco tho

survey and pla.tting of tho tc,v-mg a.nd. I can hnrclly tel1 you, hcw or whcrc tho pro-

prict-ors founrl thq urrne luh<; hr,J tho honor of cioing, it. His nomc was John K. Graham,



an<1 rn3r f i rst  recolLect ion of hi-rn is,  thei t  he,r i roved his farni ly into a smaII  cabin,

bui l t  af ter we cane hore, loca'bed some two or three huncired yards this sido and west

of .ours, ancl  I  soon became acquainted vui th him a.s f  of tem assisted hjm as ohain-
carr ier,  After sone t i rne hc bought a farm, or rathsr,  a tract of  land sone throe or

four mifes north eu:.d moved to i t .  During al l  l ,ho swnmer of 1BI5r ' ,ue l iad a ntrnber
of men hirod to work at chopping d.ovrn trees and pi l lng tho brush, buiJ.ding cabinst
grubbing the undergrowth, and more especial ly rvhero streets i rere krtown to runt and

tho proprietors conrncnced very soon the bui lding of a steam savr-miI l ,  and did after-
ward cof inect a gr isfrni l l  wi th i t .  This was bui l t  on tho ground where tho foundry
of Lent,  South ancl Shipman now stand.q, Among other bui ldings, one nrnong'the f i rst
after the family resiclence, rrras a 1ar6e, sguare cabin for a school houso, on one of
the  four  pub l i c  squares  on  ench s ida  o f  the  in to rsec t ion  o f  S ta te  and Spr ing  s t roo ts ,
not far f rorn where the Court  house novr stands, lvhich said bui lding rvas also occupied
frequont ly for a moct in6 housc, unt i l  rve could bui ld a large one.

The f i rs t  pub l i c  sa le  o f  l c ts  i r  ther  Town o f  I Iew A lbanv ,  took  p laco  on  the
second s.nd third dal's o1' Noverqtcr, 1813, bfffii;f 

-ffie*tncild 
were scvoraL log-cabin

rcsidencos along dor,m i . {nin st 'oot f rom t,ho onc wc oocunied, reachiug as far down,
porhaps, as Lowcr Sccond st lcc-t ,  anr l  tn tho course of thc summer, qui te a nwnbor of
famll ies had moved in.

Tic pass ovor to tho surunc,r of 1815. l4y si,;ter H,-r.:"riet rvas born in li lelv Albany,
!'obruary or March., l8l 5. Iri ihe mcrll h of .-'-ine rr:l ' this yecir, Unolo Nathaniel vlas
under tho r iccossi ty of 61oing to New fork or i  busj .r-ess, r : rx l  I  cLocompc"nied him to Cln-
cinna{; io This,  vou r ' r i i l .  obscrvo, wc.s bof ' t ro ahlr  s1"o"-boats lyoro ruyul ing on the

r i r ra r  ^ r  n , t : '  c t l ,o r  pu i ; I i c  Co l tvoya: tco  fo r . t raV, : i . lo rs ;  SO WO lc f t  horg  on  hcrSO-* *'./
backn travel l ing l"hrcrrgir  Kcntuclqy, Lnd passing r;r  "Big, Bone Lickrr l , , re pcrformod the
jorrrney in throe l i .ayso I  fourrd Cincjnr ls. tr-  l -oc,ku..r  protty much as vre hnd lof t  i t  two
ycar:s bcforo, exo()p'b that thg ci ty outhori t ies hc.d beg,un to inprovo their  streets
sorno'ur ir . i r t  by gradr:rg and pr.yin6;,  r" ' .nd bui ldi t rg n.,vh,r ,r f  at  the foot of  I 'nain stroot;  und
T  - " t ' . - n h a r  { . n n-  i .  ! , . ! \ / rv ' r  e  " - ' , ,  tha t  Doc tor  

' l " I i l sonrs  
o Id  f r i . .me church  bu i ld ing  hed bocn c ] -omol ishedr

anct e substn.: : r t ia l  br ick onc was in ccursr.)  of  ercct ion, ol t  or ncai tho samo ground.
I  rr ; r i r i ined thcre somc t l i ree v 'rcekse r_,.nd beforc I  1oft ,  tho f i rst  story ly indovl f ramcs
he-d beon put in their  pleccs; whi l : :  therc, Unclo Nuthaniel  rnade a horso trade l ' r i th a
man cf his acquniutrncr: ,  by r ,vhich ho 6ot tvro for onc, thc consoqucnce of vrhich lvns,
t i rat  f  had a horsr:  to lcaC hone bcsiCos tho one f  rode, but a.s vrel l  ns I  oan renembor,
I  go'b c. long vcry v 'rr . r l l  on thc ; ]  cuney }rrn; o,  consunin6 thrcc days as boforo. I  lvs.s
thclr  f i f tcnn l 'ca) 's of a6,o" I I r :c lc Nl.LnanioL returnud in tho fal1,  n,n' I  his sister
Estbcr and t i ro prosont hunt Clapp ( ' ' iho' , i rLs then t \diss El izc.buth Erlrnonds) crrme out with
him, end scon aftcn, ' rarr ls Unclo l let i rani , : I  a-nd lv l iss hiclnonds vrcro marr ied. I  c lo not norr
reeoi lcct at  r^rhat t inro uncle Jru, ics scr ibncr cc-rro rvr/el t ,  nr, . i ther thc procisc t imo that
Granclmn at ' id Aunt El iznbcth arr ivt ;d,  but thcy wcro al l  here within two or, threo ycars
o f  our  f i rs t  land ing 'horc .

In thc strruncr of 1816, I  wcrrt  to l ive as o. st .rro bcy with onc Ja.nes Pcarson at
h.oI j . ,  Oralngc CounbS',  Tndial t l ,  atr . l  reanrj . rr<;d wi ' th him eight monthsi  cano hcrne tho
Lattcr par l  r . f  / i l , r i l ,  c^n,I  abr,rr l  1nr f i rst  cf  Juno I  ivonb tc Vinconnos into tho drug
stor:e of ] , [eei i rs.  HaIe anC viood. Dr.  I la le had some t i rne previor is become the husband
of Aunt Esthor,  and, perhaps in 1818, Lirn l i ' roorL marr ied / ' r rnt  El izabeth. I  returned
frcn Vincolrnds in October,  1817, and found. nothing snecial  at  home for me to r1o, my
Father at t l :a. t  t ime not being errgag,ed in any business which required my services.
He wa,s elec' ; i ld.  Clerk and Rocordcr of th, :  count;r  of  Floyd, soon aftor the county was
forrncil, whicn, I think, was thc follorving rvinter.

During the sessicn of 'bhe Legislature of 1618 end 1819, Uncle Nathaniel  and our
surveyor, John Ii, Graha"m, v'rent to Corydon, the seat of goverrunent at that time, to
trse o.11 tlteir influence vrith ther memb.-.,rs to grant our potition for a new county; vre
rve: 'e then in Clark county. The Legislature grantod the pet i t ion at that sossion.
Unc Le Nathaniel  was taken sick uhi le at Corydon, and on his way hcmo became worso; he
pa;,'-el with itrr Gra"ham on the top of the l{nob near rvherc the town of Edwardsvillo
nolr stands, end aftr:r gettinp; rlorvn the Knob and almost homo, he rvas compelled to stop



w&s the  oocup&nt  o f  t ' ,  hor lse ,  : . i , ; r rL .  Evdo e .nd  a  h . l f  m i les  f rom here ,  on  tho  Corydon
roacl.  Unclo Nathaniel  rcrnained thert ;  al l  n ight,  tnd whi le wo were eat ing broakfast
the next morning, e messengcr carne fcr the Doctor,  informing us that he uas very
sickn Doctor Clapp lvas then boording at ny Fathorfs,  and ho arrd ny Father and Uncle
James Ssribner started imrnodiately for ldr. V'{atsonrs ancl found the patient past alJ-
hope of reeoveryi  ho cl ied during tne dair  or that night,  This was in tho lat tor part
of Decernber,  IBIB, and tho wqather rarns bi t ter cold.

My sistcr l fary was marr iod. to Dr.  Asahel C]rpp (f  tnint)  in the sunrnor of 1.820,
c-nd died the lat tor part  of  August,  as near as I  can rcmenbor, in 1821, within a day
or t lvo efter heving givon bir th to a l i t t ls doar immortal .

In the month of IVtarch, 1818, I  comm<,nced thc study of modioino with Doctor
Clappr a.r ic l  cont inucd lv i th hjrn unt i l  August,  JB?Z, whon, aftor doing examinod by tho
illodicul Socicty, in June, at Charl<lstovrn, Clark County, I vront to tho aforsaid to'rr'm
of Pa-o1i and commerrcud tho prnct ice of m.;dicine. I  vory soon forrnod the acquaintance
by the norne of Thomls F. Chapnan, en enstern Jnan, from Hanovcr, New Ilrunpshiro, who
was vary  suecess f r r l  in  h is  bus incss ,  uu i r  in  thc ,  yonr  1826,  ho  loedod a  coup lo  o f
f lat-boats lv i th prcrduce, f lour,  bcof,  c.nd pork, et  Lcavtrnworth on the Ohio r ivort
twonty-six rni lcs sou'bh of Faol i ,  c '"nd startcd for Neur Orleans for a morkot,  but was,
unfortunatcly,  takcn sick, c. ;r<l  dicd bcforo ho reechcd therc; boing buricd at a plaoe
cc. l lcd the i tRud CirrrrsS", somo twcnt; ,r  mi los abovo tho ci tyr I t  wes his intcnt ion,
jmmcdietcly eft . rr  his r<;turn, to vis i t  l ianovar,  Jr is old homo, r ,nd br ing our with hlm
his t l ro sistofsr tho.r  b, ; in6 the only nccir  rc-rki t ivcs he hrd l iv ing, his mothor having
diod, I  thinlc,  in thc yoar lB23 or 24. Ani l  you must Imow that hc had pronisod rne
his youngcst sist<.. : r  for a vr i fu;  of  courso thc"t  r , i rns jost ing i t r  eornosto Tho nows of
his doc-th rvLs rocoj.vcd t t  Paol i ,  on thu fourth clc,y of Ju1y, 1E26, and such a dis-
trosscd ur i fo and chi ldre,n (of r , rhonr thcrc r ,vorc four) I  hardly evor vr i tnosscd. Boing
tho family physicirrn,  I  vras vcrr,r  int imate o.t  thu house and troated alrcady l i lco a
brothor,  anr l  i t  bccamo rny painful  duty to wri tc to tho sistcrs convcying tho melan-
cho lv  in tc l l igcnoo o f  h : i s  c loa th .  Thcy ,  bc ing  a l ra ro  o f  h is  ln tondod v is i t  in  tho  fa l l ,
( \or ioludod, aft t  r  his d.cath, that i t  lves l  ctuty thcy o' ,vcc} to hjm and his familyr to
Ino}-g a vis i t  to thcm, as t i - rcro was nothing spccial  to keep them at Hanovor '  They
ngcsrClngly mado errangomcrnts for thu journcy, and startod lato ln tho fal l  or car ly
i r i  t  w in tc r  o f  tE2?,  fo r  Pao l i ,  and  a f to r  t rnvc l l ing  e .s  fa r  o .s  C inc innat i ,  tho
v,sl t  r  becorning vcry coId, the r ivcr f rozc up and bhcy could procc.rcd no furthcl  ox-
cept by land, end thcro buing no publ io convoyanco, thclr  rgrnainod thero scrmo vir .rr l i i ln
I ' l igq,,  Chapman, tho vr ic lovr,  fcc. l ing vciry anxious aboub them, having rr :rcrtvod sevo:. ' I
l .ebters frour thcm lvhi lo at Cincinnat i ,  was much conccrnod to know hr." ' t  to p3ct t rr , -m to
faol i .o f ' : 'ovid.r ' 'nt ia11y, r ,  fcur-horso spr inB vrngon put up onc night c ' t  tho F'rbl iu
hor.rsg r-ppr:si tc to Mrs. Cho-pmants residonce, f i l lcd with mornbars of r . )o:rgr ' ' : l is,  a: l ( l

on  mo to  v r i to  to  tho  g i r l s ,  o ; '  the
drlvef '  of  { ; iL is conveyance, (whc, by tho wa;
minds tc f ',i;e pc"ssage wi-th hj-rn for pcLoli, t
coed\f i9 fal [ ,  to-r ,r i t ,  cn t ] re;  t rventy-f i f th (

iIda Chqfllan, ehangcrL hr;r hilne for that
lrreqtronM fuQorc tLrat driring bhe sunmer, U
foc €c$e s-ix mc;n'r,]is,

Havrgv cl l r :1, ;S Scribnur,  c,ur f i rst  bot
Ind iava .  Sep smb; r  16 th . ,  IBZB.  a r rc t  c l ied  0r
A\t i^stue Scribncv. born at peol i ,  lkrvcnbor ZBth.,  IgAg.

t{ le ] i .vccl  in iaol i  rr f tcr r 'ur marr iago unt i l  Januarrrr
little pr,c,rcrty, and rnoved to Iile',r A1bany, anci became o
Dootor C1urpp.

1B3 t  ,
partner in

solci out my
ss  w i th

- _i tui : ing my rcsidence at pnol i ,  uncle Janes scr ibner diod, r  think, in
' : I  |bf l5i  his 'vr i fo and scn Alc.nsrrn, r , lso died whi le I  l ived t t rere; his son
urcr . t  to  S t .  F renc isv i l l c ,  L&.  anc j  c l ied  thoro  sd i re  t ims in  IB?2,  i  th ink .

I



My Fathcr i ior. l  in October,  L82,3, r- f  bi l ious fcver,  end
fol lowed him in Jnr ir . rary,  1824, of congcst ion r- ' f  the brr, in;
cightcen yor-rs oLd had hc l ivccl  r .  falr  days lor igcr.

Unofe Abnor cl ied at l [arnp]r is,  Tenn. in thc lat ter part
lB27; and Grandma Scribner,  in Soptember of thr,  sa.me yoar,

rny brothcr Elipfurlot,
ho vrould hc"ve boon

of the sunmer or faI l  of
aged about olghty years.

Now Albany, February, Bth.,  1867.

i {oar ly  f  i ve  vears  s ince ,  as  you w i l l  perce ive  by  tho  da te ,  I  wro to  tho  fo re-
going narrat ive, e; :cept the.t  I  have novu added some fcw notcs and inter l ineat ions by
way o f  cor roc t in l , : .  in  somc par t i cu la rs ,  and in  o thers ,  to  be  moro  oxp l io i t .

l^ l 'e vr i l l  novr tal<c a ) .ong step backwards, and consider oursolve just ontorod
upon the  year  1816;  *nd  tho  f i rs t  sub jec t  I  take  up  w i l l  bc  tho  organ iza t ion  o f  tho
F i rs t  Prcsbybor ian  Church ,  ln  wh ich  our  fan i l y  took  so  prominent  a  par t ;  and iq
orclor to 6ivc vou thc fuI I  |c i l . f iculars,  I  hcrc oopy fron the Church Records of that
da to ,  w l i ioh  is ,  o f  coursc ,  c ,u thcn t ic  .

" I i E c o R D r l

"On  thc  ] 6 th .  da . y  o f  i ; ' r ; b rL l1 rv ,  A .D .  1816 ,  a  chu rch  r , vas  o rgan i zcd  a t  Jc f f c r son -
v i l l o ,  i n  t h r :  s ta t c ,  o f  I nd ien r r ,  composcd  o f  r n ( rnb \ j r s  r cs i . i i ng  i n  t ha t  p lacc  and  Now
Albany,  by thc l tcv.  Jc.mcs l \ {cGrc;ady,  c .  rn j -ss ionrry undcr  u commission f rcrn tho Goneral
Assemblv,  which Chuu'ch vves to bt ;  knor , rn b3r  lh , : ;  na lnc of  the Union Church of  Jof forson-
v i l l o  anc - l  I I ow  A lhany .  Thc  s l ' c ramcn t  01 '  t hc  Lo r t l r s  Suppo r  wns ,  xb  t ha t  t imc ,  ad -
m in i s t c r cd ,  nn r l  t hc  f o l l ov r i ng  l vc ru  Lhc  mcnbc rs  t hcn  i n  commun ion ;  v i z ; - -  T l i onas

f,I."y., 
(thr: Govcrllor, ) rnd. his_ wi-{'o, .I9hn ti i i lscn r^nd q19 ,,rLo_, J*gt M._I@,

;I.:i*'s !:tl!ryt, (my unclo),-T,TcTTTr jE;E-.-Gf-F.LtnorFphGrrc ffi:.5n6rl-$iffiFua-
iio:uETrJlFilidr S_cribnol', (nrlTunFnic.lFt,-,r',vr,r.1s lu{rs. }iEf6)l-anFIrina t'{. Gibson; of
whom Thome.s Foscy and JocI  Scr ibnc.r  uroro chos. . ln  r_. ,J-d, : rs . r l

I tSubscqucn t  t o  t ha t  t imc ,  Mr t r y  I r i c r r i r vu thu r ,  t hu  w i f c  o f  Doc to r  l , { c r r i l , r e tho r ,  and
l / i l r y  ' , r i 1son .  n  l v i c l c . r v r ,  v { J I ' o  r ccc i vod  cs  mc inbc rs  o f  t h , .  s rL id  Chu rc } r .  S inco  tha t  t  imo ,
Ttrorn l l ,s  Poscy and h is  lv i f , - ; r  r ' ;movt ,< l  to  Vincuntr rs  r r [d  uni tcd wi th thc Chureh at  that

P I l ,  c ' ;  Joh .n  G ibson  and  h i s  t t i f c  r umo . r cc l  t o  F i f t sbu r6h .  r rnd  un i t cd  i ' r i t h  t ho  Chu rch
ther , : :  i lnd . I t tmcs Tunsta l .  urc;nt  to  Lorr isv i l l r :  enci  jo incd tho Church bhcr t r ;  and l . lary
t r r i c r r i r , ' c  b l : c ' 1^ ,  Mary  1 i ' / i 1son ,  .  t r d  Anna  i r { .  G ibson ,  v {o ru ,  a t  t ho i r  r equcs t ,  d i sm isscd  f  r om
th i s  , . r hu l ch  t o  j o l n  t ho  chu rch  i n  Lou i sv i l l e , "

' ry ' , f tc ' r lu 'ard,  to-wi t ,  on thr- ;  7 th.  .Jay of  )c .ccnb;r ,  : ' , "D.  1817,  at  I  r , rcct ing of  tho
m:nh . ; r s  o f ' t he  Un ion  Churoh  a t  i ' l ov r  A lba r r y ,  t hc  Rcv .  D "  Cn  Banks ,  mcc l c ra t r t r . "  i t  l vas
F ' 1 1 ; r  I  I . ' ' - l : * -  T h a t  r : ' s  a l l  t h c  m o n b c r s  o f  t h i s  C h u r c h ,  r o s i d i n g  a t  J c f l ' c ; ' s o n v : j - I l c r
h i_ i - r -  r .  j 'ur - r , r r " i^ rn crn i - l  a I l  i l ro  Pr .cscnt  rnonbors rcs ide iu  Ncvr  / t lbeny,  t i r r :  un-cn Church
sh L t , .  f .  : rn  t ] : is  t inr .c ,  Lrcrcr- f 'bor  b<. :  I lnovurr  bv thc namc <-r f '  T l lE I l  , lS 'T FI iESLYT'ERTI iN$ r r , r , r ,  ' - . . ( i I  t ,  I I J - S  ( ,  ] - l r l U y  r l e f ( j t - | l - E O f  D O  f i n O V { f I  O y  l n e  n a l n c  U I  l l l U  l I r { i l "  l " r i . l l i . ! I l J 1 , 1  r 1 ! ] . \

CIiL;, r, i -l ld.l,r aIB;.llT. iit thc srunr., tinc, Jacob l,/arcc11, ald-iil.nnif,Lif-o'r:3[#,rreC IiUr r, i -l ld.l, I r
c ;u i vod  i l s  r n r -mbc rs  o f '  t i r i s  Chu rch , ' rn a lct tor f rorn th 'o Church in El izr.bcth-

to \ { Inr  iTel"  Jr : r 'soy;  Stophcn Bccrs nnd L l rd ia,  h is  wi fc ,  lvcro r , .  l -s t l  rocoivcd as mcmbt l rs
o f  t h i s  C l i u r ch  on  a  l - o t t o r  f r c l i r  t hc  Chu rch  i n  Lcu i sv i l l c ,  Kyo t t

! ' The  C l r r . t r c l L  t hen  p roeeed : r1  ,  by  ba l l o t ,  t o  t l , e  e lec t i on  o f  t r vo  add i t i ona l
e l - c ) . e r s ;  Jacc t ,  i ' i l r oe l -1  and  S te r rhen  Ben rs  we re  unan imr , rus l y  e lec ted ,  and  aoco rd i48 Iy ,
we re  a f t e rwa r -Cs  o rd .a ined  as  ru l i n r  e l do rs  i n  t he  Chu rch " r r

' r l . [ embers  i n  commun ion  a t  t he  c l ose  o f  t ] r e  yea r  ] 817 ,  n ine . r t

The mc' r t ; ing of  the church a 'b the t in ie of  i ts  organizat ion took p lace in  Grandna
.(or i  l - . r ; ,6 ,  r '  . .  i icuso,  being what  is  nov,r  thc r r idd le par t  of  the o ld " i I igh Street  l louso; t l
tho congregat ion occupyi r rg the p 'ar1 or  and back room.



There being no conmunion p1ate, two large pewter plates belonging to my
Grand.mother were used, instead, for the bread, and being of a very f ine qual i ty,
were considored very appropri .ate.

The next year,  i8te, we had the minister ial  labors of the Rev. Isaao Reed,
from, perhaps, the latter part of the summer for onc year ensuing. After he Left
us the Church vras vacant for ssne tjrno, At the end of the year 1818, the nr:rnber of
Church members vrere seventeen, and at the end of the yoar 1819, they had increased
to thir ty-two. I  perceivo by referenco to the records of the Church, that my sister
Luoy L{aria, v,rith myself and severAl othcrs, united with the church on tho thirty-
f i rst  day of Octobcr of this year,  1BI9; that Aunt Clapp (t t ronl l i idow El lzabeth
Scribnor, ) on the fourth day of Septembor of the samo year, at the sarno time her
infant daughtor,  Lucinda Anna, (now l , l rs.  Shipnanr) *"  bapt ized; and that Cousin
Utrartha Ann lnlaring (now l4rs. Gonzales, ) oa" also baptizsd on the twonby-oighth of
Novembor follolvingr

1)


